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1. Abstract 

One of the most central aims of AQUACOSM-plus is to ensure a self-promoting and lasting 

uptake of open science workflows by all involved partner facilities. Earlier surveys in the 

AQUACOSM project have demonstrated that the uptake of open science work flows is low 

among facility providers, with perceived barriers being cultural inertia, lack of time, resources 

and skills. These surveys revealed that the capacity to lead by example is low for facility 

providers, and awareness and skills training are needed to alleviate some of these perceived 

barriers. To address these issues, a virtual workshop was carried out by partner NIOO on the 

benefits of Open Science during the 2nd GA of AQUACOSM-plus (09 Nov 2021). During an 

interactive session, the facility provider community was instructed on open science 

workflows, queried on the perception of barriers and opportunities of open science 

workflows, and introduced to some of the open science tools with video tutorials.  

The audience consisted of ~36 workshop participants. 
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2. Session minutes 

The session started with an introduction to Mentimeter (https://www.mentimeter.com/), an 

online platform that allows for presentations with real-time feedback. The results of the 

AQUACOSM-Plus workshop Mentimeter polls can be found in Appendix 1. The first question 

gauged the perception of the participants on open science (Figure 1)    

 

 

Figure 1: What is your perception of open science. Question asked at the start of the workshop. Word 
cloud based on 36 respondents. 

Next, Lisette N. de Senerpont Domis gave a presentation about the barriers and myths 

surrounding open science (see appendix 2).  

Following, the participants were asked about data and metadata and the use of the metadata 

portal. The majority of participants have never uploaded data to the portal. Of those 

answering yes, how many have done so outside of TA? Some participants have, but most have 

not. Then the participants were asked about whether they have ever looked for a data set 

using the metadata portal? For instance, to look for researcher that have used a similar 

methodology or experimental design. Again, the majority has never done this.  

Subsequently, improvements to the metadata portal were suggested by the community of 

participants, and can be found in Appendix 1. The meta-data portal is based on Geonetwork, 

which is similar to all other metadata portals. Members in the audience suggest that an 

addition of a search functionality on the facility that the experiment was carried out would be 

an improvement. BLIT suggests making this link through the TA tracker, by linking between 

the two platforms.  

https://www.mentimeter.com/
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There were also questions about training TA facility providers and users in the use of the 

Metadata portal. This bridges to the training videos produced within the projects, which were 

shown next. The first video introduces the process of finding and registering for the metadata 

portal (see https://youtu.be/7qCk3ZSxNBI). Most challenges for users stem from users having 

to request editor access and wait for manual approval of editor status. The second video 

shows how to add data to the metadata portal (https://youtu.be/8Qa7Uhjl3zc).  

The next question posed to the community, was if they have ever uploaded a data set to an 

open repository. The majority of the audience responded positively, though not everyone has. 

Next, the community was asked about if they have used open data sets themselves. This 

resulted to mixed responses with some having used open data, but a small majority has never 

used open data.  The difference between the two results (most uploading open data sets, but 

most not using open data) indicates that there is a mismatch between demand for open data 

and reward for uploading data. This is a point of attention where AQUACOSM-plus can play a 

major role.  

¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƻǇŜƴ Řŀǘŀ ǊŜǇƻǎƛǘƻǊƛŜǎ was examined, showing a large number of 

different open data platforms that are being used. SEANOE for publication of marine data was 

mentioned a few times. PANGEA was well represented, which fits seamlessly with the 

Deliverable D4.8 of AQUACOSM-plus, aimed at facilitating PANGEA DOI generation for 

datasets. Dryad (part of the ZENODO-DRYAD platforms) was also mentioned. A video on the 

use of ZENODO, part of the EU openAIRE, was shown to illustrate the ease of making data 

openly available (https://youtu.be/Mk54MBbkF38). 

The community was then asked about their personal barriers standing in the way of open 

science (Figure 2). Time and costs are common keywords popping up, also the lack of 

confidence and experience with how to do it are represented. Also, the audience indicated 

that predatory science was perceived as a reason for not adopting open science work flows. 

However, scientific consensus considers to be a myth, but it is clearly a myth that needs to be 

debunked within the community.  

  

  

https://youtu.be/7qCk3ZSxNBI
https://youtu.be/8Qa7Uhjl3zc
https://www.aquacosm.eu/download/aquacosm-plus_deliverables/AQUACOSM-plus_deliverable-4.8_Workflow-for-allocating.pdf
https://youtu.be/Mk54MBbkF38
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Figure 2: What are the main barriers of open science. Word cloud based on 26 respondents. 

Next, the workshop participants were queried on the benefits of open science (Figure 3). Most 

mentioned collaboration, re-use of data, and visibility as benefits of open science. 

 

Figure 3: What are benefits of open science to you. World cloud based on 25 respondents. 

An audience member commented that videos being made easier to find on the website. This evoked a 

shout-out to the dedicated AQUACOSM YouTube channel. Visibility of AQUACOSM-plus open science 

tools remains a point of attention that calls for a project wide approach. The need to tackle the website 

is understood, but there is work in progress and the updates of the website require a massive overhaul. 

It is a journey from a project-based website towards a network/community-based website showcasing 
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tools and resources rather than deliverables of the project itself. When asked about the benefits of 

open science the reuse of data, collaboration and visibility are essential keywords.  

Finally, we returned to the first question asking the community about their perception of open science 

after the entire workshop to see if this perception has changed. There is a lot of communality with the 

start of the workshop. Collaboration has been identified a major incentive for the community, guiding 

the future steps of WP4. 

 

Figure 4: What is your perception of open science. Question asked at the end of the workshop. Word 
cloud based on 29 respondents. 
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3. Dissemination Activities Related to this Deliverable 

The video of this workshop, and its collateral videos will be uploaded to the AQUACOSM YouTube 

channels. 
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4. Appendix 1 

Results of the AQUACOSM-Plus workshop Mentimeter polls 
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